Social Studies 30-1
Position Paper Planning & Structure
For evaluation detail on each step below refer to the scoring guide attached to this handout.
Step 1 – Exploring the question/issue

In order to help you develop a position, you need to examine all the material that we have studied on the topic.  This will mean you need to refer to your text, notes, handouts, and any other sources that might help you reach a position. Complete a T-chart looking at both the pros and cons of each position to help you organize this material.






Step 2 – Choosing a position

Express you position in a statement that will eventually become you thesis statement.  It should include the following elements:

· Answer to the question

· Qualifier

· Blueprint

Thesis = (Answer to question) + Qualifier + Blueprint (Specific) 
Step 3 – Developing your argument(s)
You need to develop several statements or assertions (how many depends on the length of the paper you are writing) that support the position you developed in step 2.  You also need to address counter arguments/qualifiers. These statements tend to be somewhat general.  Remember to have statements that argue in support of both your answer to the question and the qualifier.

These arguments will form the topic sentences for the body paragraphs of your position paper.





Step 4 – Finding supporting/contradictory evidence

This step involves finding detailed evidence that supports each one of the assertions/arguments that you developed in Step 3.  Each argument should have at least two or three pieces of evidence to support it.  It is important that the evidence be very detailed.  The more detailed your evidence is the more convincing your argument is.  Dates, names, locations, and context are all ways to make your evidence more detailed.  You will find this evidence by review your notes, the text, handouts and any other sources you can find (websites, newspapers, documentaries, etc).  This evidence can be events from history or from the contemporary world.




Step 5 – Assembling the Paper

Put the work you have done in steps 1-4 together according to the following structure:



Introduction





Counter Argument


&


Specific Evidence








Argument 1


&


Specific Evidence








Argument 2


&


Specific Evidence








Argument 3


&


Specific Evidence








Argument 4


&


Specific Evidence








Explore the question/issue 


(Step 1)





Thesis Statement


(Step 2)





Arguments & supporting evidence


(Steps 3 & 4)





Conclusion





Restate Thesis Statement








Summarize arguments briefly





Pro/Yes





Con/No





Counter Argument (smaller counter arguments can be worked into each paragraph):





Argument 1:





Argument 2:





Argument 3:





Argument 4:





Supporting Evidence for Argument 4:


























Supporting Evidence for Argument 3:


























Supporting Evidence for Argument 2:


























Supporting Evidence for Argument 1:


























Evidence that doesn’t support your position:



































Relate each paragraph back to thesis statement





Opposite of  Pro/Yes





If Dominant


Becomes Arguments otherwise Counter Arguments








